Smiles cascades toward heterocyclic scaffolds.
Two different Smiles rearrangements can be combined to afford a multicomponent formation of isoquinolinones and isoindolinones from nitro methyl salicylate. After a Ugi-Smiles four-component coupling, the base-triggered cyclization of the resulting adduct is followed by a ring contraction via a Truce-Smiles rearrangement.